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Text: the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ
II Cor. 4:4 (RV)

Reading: I Cor. 4:1-7

Intro.: 
(1)
Paul’s Burden – seeing we have this ministry…, we faint not


4:1


(2)
Man’s Blindness – if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

4:3


(3)
The Battle for the Eye-gate – the god of this world hath blinded … them which believe not. 
4:4
A. The Glory of the Gospel

Intro.: 


II Cor. 4
· Paul’s Certainty of the Excellence of the Gospel.
4:6

· Paul’s Responsibility in the Expansion of the Gospel.
4:2
· Paul’s Simplicity in the Exposition of the Gospel.
4:5

1. It lies in the Glory of Christ’s Person.

II Cor. 4:5

a. Christ the Saviour is God – unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever
Heb. 1:8
b. Christ the Saviour is Man – the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us
Jn. 1:14

c. Christ the Saviour becomes the Mediator – one Mediator between God and men…Jesus.
I Tim. 2:5, 6

2. It lies in the Glory of Christ’s Affection.

a. His love covers the Entirety – God so loved the world

Jn. 3:16

b. His love transcends Enmity – when … enemies, we were reconciled to God by… his Son.  Rom. 5:10

c. His love secures unto Eternity – I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish.
Jn. 10:28-30

3. It lies in the Glory of Christ’s Redemption.



a. The Glory of His Propitiation – Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation.
Rom. 3:23-26

b. The Glory of His Resurrection – declared to be the Son of God …by the resurrection
Rom. 1:4

c. The Glory of His Exaltation – God also hath highly exalted him…above every name
Phil. 2:8-11

i. A Resurrected (Living) Christ – for He is risen, as He said.

Mt. 28:6
ii. A Returning Christ – I will come again, and receive you unto myself

Jn. 14:3
iii. A Reigning Christ – For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under his feet.
I Cor. 15:25
B. The Light of the Gospel.
1. It is a Glorious Shining Light.

II Cor. 4:6

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.


a. It is Self-illuminating.
b. It is Self-manifesting.

c. It is Self-evidencing.

2. It is an All-searching Light.



II Cor. 4:4


The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, 

lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

a. It searches the Outward Man.

b. It searches the Inward Motives.

3. It is a Life-giving Light.

Jn. 1:4; Eph. 5:14

In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.




Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.


a. It gives life to the Dead – 
b. It gives life to the Disheartened. (Backslidden)

c. Iy gives abundant life to the Delivered.

C. Our Attitude towards the Light.
1. Look towards the Light.
2. Live by the Light.
3. Launch forth with the Light.
